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repair. In the rout that followed several of the fore-
most Hittite leaders fell, slain by the sword or drowned
in the river, before Mursil's eyes. He stood watching
on the other bank of the river. The flower of the
Hittite army including Mursil's own brother perished.
For the Egyptians it was a great victory and at
once, on the return of the victor, sculptors and scribes
set to adorn temple-reliefs with a well-earned panegy-
ric. For Mursil the disaster was too great to bear
and he soon died crushed by its weight. He was
succeeded by his son Mutallu (or Muwatalli) and
the new king determined on a vigorous offensive against
Egypt in order to retrieve the fallen fortune of his
family. He suddenly appeared into Galilee and the
whole of Palestine went over to the Hittites, Phoenicia
alone remaining faithful to Egypt. Rameses at once
rode his chariot and reconquered the whole of Palestine
right up to Dapur in Syria, which was taken after a
siege. Rameses followed up his victory with a quick
march into Naharin where for a whole century no
Egyptian army had been seen. Katna and Tump fel!5
Arvad submitted (c 1290 B. a), and the fourth
successor of Aziru abandoning his allegiance to Khatti,
declared himself for Egypt. At long lost Mutallu
recovered both Naharin and Amarru and died about
1285 B. c. He was succeeded by his younger brother
Khattusil III.
Kbattusil was not so uncompromising as his brother
and at once moved for peace with Egypt after restoring
Put-akhi, the, rebel successor of Aziru, who had been
taken prisoner by Mursil, to Egypt's tutelage. Both
the parties were exhausted and peace was ^ welcome
to them both. A very honourable treaty was signed
with elaborate clauses followed by an exchange of
congratulatory and affectionate letters between the
consorts of the two rulers. We have already referred
duly to the contents of the treaty in the Egyptian
context.